Appl. No. 10/072,582 

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

Claims 1-71 (canceled) 

Claim 72 (currently amended): Method of controlling an agent associated with a 
user of an electronic system comprising: 

sending an agent parameter from aa-the electronic system; 
wherein said agent parameter defines a behavior of an agent; 

setting a state of said agent in said electronic system to absent state in response to sending 
the agent parameter; 

gen e rating r esetting said agent parameter and setting said state to present if said agent 
parameter is not returned within a predetermined time period; and 

modifying the behavior of the agent in said electronic system in accordance with said 
stat e, wherein modifying the behavior includes displaying an image associated with the agent at 
the electronic system if the state is present . 

Claim 73 (previously presented): Method of claim 72 wherein said agent is animated 

agent. 

Claim 74 (previously presented): Method of claim 72 wherein said behavior of said 
agent is determined by a plurality of agent parameters. 

Claim 75 (previously presented): Method of claim 73 further comprising storing 
image data of said animated agent. 
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Claim 76 (previously presented): Method of claim 72 further comprising detecting 
one or more events corresponding to said agent when said state is absent state in said electronic 
system and updating said agent parameters based on current agent parameters with each detected 
event such that the behavior of said virtual agent is continuously modified with each detected 

event. 

Claim 77 (previously presented): Method of claim 72 further comprising sending 
information representing said predetermined time period along with said agent parameter. 

Claim 78 (previously presented): Method of claim 72 further comprising receiving 
said agent parameter at said electronic system after sending said agent parameter. 

Claim 79 (previously presented): Method of claim 78 further comprising changing 
said state of said agent to existence state in response to receiving said agent parameter. 

Claim 80 (previously presented): Method of claim 78 wherein said received agent 
parameter is a modified version of said sent agent parameter. 

Claim 81 (currently amended): Method of controlling an animated electronic pet 
associated with a user of an electronic system comprising: 

sending a plurality of pet parameters fi-om aa-the electronic system; 

wherein said plurality of pet parameters determine a behavior of an animated electronic 

pet, 

setting a state of said animated electronic pet in said electronic system to absent state in 
response to sending said plurality of pet parameters; 

g e n e rating r esetting said plurality of pet parameters and setting said state to present if 
said plurality of pet parameters are not returned within predetermined time period; and 

modifying the behavior of the animated electronic pet in said electronic system in 
accordance with said stat e, wherein modifying the behavior includes displaying an image 
associated with the animated electronic pet at the electronic system if the state is present . 
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Claim 82 (previously presented): Method of claim 81 further comprising storing 
image data of said animated electronic pet. 

Claim 83 (previously presented): Method of claim 81 further comprising detecting 
one or more events corresponding to said animated electronic pet when said state is absent in 
said electronic system and updating at least one of said pet parameters based on current pet 
parameters with each detected event such that the behavior of said animated electronic pet is 
continuously modified with each detected event. 

Claim 84 (previously presented): Method of claim 81 further comprising sending 
information representing said predetermined time period along with said plurality of pet 
parameters. 

Claim 85 (previously presented): Method of claim 81 further comprising receiving 
said plurality of pet parameters at said electronic system after sending said plurality of pet 
parameters. 

Claim 86 (previously presented): Method of claim 85 further comprising changing 
said state of said animated electronic pet to existence state in response to receiving said plurality 
of pet parameters. 

Claim 87 (previously presented): Method of claim 85 wherein said received plurality 
of pet parameters are a modified version of said sent plurality of pet parameters. 

Claim 88 (currently amended): Method of claim 72 wherein modifying the 
behavior in said electronic system of the agent includes removing aaa -the image associated with 
the agent fi-om a displa y of the electronic system if the state is absent state . 

Claim 89 (currently amended): Method of claim 72 wherein modifying the 
behavior in said electronic system of the agent includes displayin g, at the electronic system, as 
second image of the agent leaving an are a if the state is absent state . 
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Claim 90 (previously presented): Method of claim 89 wherein the area is a room. 

Claim 91 (currently amended): Method of claim 72 wherein modifying the 
behavior in said electronic system of the agent includes displayin g, at the electronic svstem. an 
animation of the agent leaving an are a if the state is absent state . 

Claim 92 (previously presented): Method of claim 91 wherein the area is a room. 

Claim 93 (previously presented): Method of Claim 72 wherein said electronic system 
is a computer. 

Claim 94 (currently amended): Method of claim 81 wherein modifying the 
behavior in said electronic system of the animated electronic pet includes removing theaa image 
associated with the animated electronic pet from a displa y of the electronic system if the state is 
absent state . 

Claim 95 (currently amended): Method of claim 81 wherein modifying the 
behavior in said electronic system of the animated electronic pet includes displayin g, at the 
electronic svstem. a second H -image of the animated electronic pet leaving an are a if the state is 
absent state . 

Claim 96 (previously presented): Method of claim 95 wherein the area is a room. 

Claim 97 (currently amended): Method of claim 81 wherein modifying the 
behavior in said electronic system of the animated electronic pet includes displayin g, at the 
electronic svstem. an animation of the animated electronic pet leaving an are a if the state is 
absent state . 
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Claim 98 (previously presented): Method of claim 97 wherein the area is a room. 

Claim 99 (previously presented): Method of Claim 81 wherein said electronic system 
is a computer. 
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